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FROM: DAVID DEESE L-116
TO: PRESIDENT AVIATION BOATSWAINS MATE ASSOCIATION (ABMA)

SUBJECT: 1993 ABMA LIVING LEGEND AWARD NOMINEE
HARRY L. CLAAR, LCDR (AB LDO) RETIRED

ENCLOSURE: HARRY L. CLAAR BIOGRAPHY

i MRE. HARRY L. CLAAR IS SUBMITTED AS A CANDIDATE FOR CONSIDERATION AND
SELECTION AS THE ABMA 1993 LIVING LEGEND AWARD. MR. CLAARS BIOGRAPHY,
ACHIEVEMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE AVIATION BOATSWAINS MATE RATE
AND THE ABMA ARE OUTLINED IN THE ATTACHED ENCLOSURE.

2 HARRY CLAAR WAS A PIONEER IN THE AB RATE. DURING HIS DISTINGUISHED
CAREER (E-1 TO O-4) WHICH SPANNED 3 WARS, HE CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO
ESTABLISHING THE SAFE AND EFFICIENT FLIGHT DECK, FIRE FIGHTING AND
CRASH/SALVAGE PROCEDURES USED BY OUR AVIATION BOATSWAINS MATES TODAY.
HE HAS EXTENSIVE OPERATIONAL EXPERIENCES WITH THE STRAIGHT DECK, ANGLE
DECKS (CHARLIE CLASS) AND FORRESTAL CLASS AIRCRAFT CARRIERS BOTH IN WAR
AND PEACE TIME CONDITIONS. HARRY CLAAR IS A DYNAMIC LEADER AND TEACHER
WHO IS HIGHLY RESPECTED AND ADMIRED BY EVERY AB WHO HAS WORKED WITH
AND FOR HIM.

S A MAN OF THE HIGHEST INTEGRITY WHO HAS SET THE EXAMPLE DURING BOTH
HIS MILITARY AND CIVILIAN CAREERS. A DEDICATED FAMILY MAN, HAPPILY
MARRIED TO HIS WIFE LEONA (SIS) FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS.

4. HE IS A LIFE MEMBER AND AVID SUPPORTER OF THE ABMA AND THE ABMA
BJECTIVES SINCE FIRST FORMED. ALSO AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE ABMA, SAN
DIEGO CHAPTER.

) HARRY CLAAR'S ATTACHED BIOGRAPHY PRESENTS HIS BACKGROUND FROM
E-1 SEAMAN RECRUIT TO O-4 LCDR (AB LDO) FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION.

RESPECTFULLY,

W € e

DAVID S. DEESE “ L-116
/1453



BIOGRAPHY FOR
HARRY LAMOIN CLAAR
LCDR AB LDC RETIRED

ACTIVE SERVICE: US NAVY 7 DEC 1937 - 1 JUL 1969 (31 YEARS 8 MONTHS)

CAREER: E-1 TOE-7 CPO
0-1TO 0-4 LCDR (LDO)

SHIP ASSIGNMENTS: 8 AIRCRAFT CARRIERS

LSS ENTERPRISE CV-6 USS MIDWAY CVB-41

USS HORNET CV-8 USS YORKTOWN CVA-10
USS MIDWAY CVB-41 USS RANGER CVA-61

USS5 LEYTE CV-32 USS TICONDEROGA CVA-14

CAREER SPANNED WW II - KOREA - VIETNAM

WW II (SERVED AT):
+ PEARL HARBOR ATTACK 7 DEC 41
« ATTACKS ON JAPANESE HELD ISLANDS (MARSHALLS, KWAJALEIN, OTHERS)
« ESCORTED USS HORNET TO BOMB TOKYO

BATTLE OF MIDWAY

BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL

BATTLE OF SAVO ISLAND

AFRICA

BERMUDA

- - - - -

KOREA:
« USS YORKTOWN (FLT DECK CHIEF)

VIETNAM:
« USS TICONDEROGA CVA-14 (FLT DK BOS'N)
+ NAF ATSUGI JAPAN

DUTIES: BLUE SHIRT TO FLT DK CPO
FLT DK BOS'N TO FLT DK OFFICER
PLANE CAPTAIN
COMBAT CREWMAN

WOUNDED AT: ATTACK OF PEARL HARBOR
BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL

AWARDS: (30 AWARDS TOTAL)

PURFLE HEARTS (2 STARS) WORLD WAR II VICTORY MEDAL
NAVY COMMENDATION, COMBAT V KOREAN SERVICE (2 STARS)
GOOD CONDUCT - SILVER STAR UNITED SERVICE

AMERICAN DEFENSE (FLEET) VIETNAM SERVICE

ASIATIC PACIFIC (8 STARS) PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION -
EUROPEAN THEATRE (1 STAR) (USS ENTERPRISE)

CHINA SERVICE NAVY UNIT CITATION -

(USS YORKTOWN)






