J 5 BApril 19938

From: Preston L Jones, ABCDR (ret)

to: President, Aviation Boatswains mates Association
subj: ABMA LIVING LEGEND AWARD NOMINATION: SUBMISSION OF
Name : CWO4 ROBERT J. ARCHIBALD III, USN (RET):

Service: 27 yrs 1! months 23 days

Retired: 124311978

-

EIDGRAPHY OF SERVICE

He enlisted on 09 Jan 195! and underwent recruit training at
NTC Newport RI. ;

From March .1951 te October 1953, His first command was USS
Coral Sea (CVA-43). As an Airman &pprentice he was
assigned as a Gasoline Crew Member (or as we know

purple shi®ts or grapes).Following advancement to

became the Gasglipe Pump Rocom Petty Officer. With

advancement to ABZ, he became the Below decks and Gasoline

Repair Vi1 (sevemd Petty Officer. A1l within_ two vears, Not
bad. -
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From Novembe® 3953 tc March: 19565 he was'stationed at the
Naval Air Faellity Naval Air Maintemance Center Mustin
Field, Philadelphia. Assigned as the Catapult Test Site,
Catapult Captain and Test team member. Upon selection to ABI
he also became a member of the Alrcraft Carrier catapults
and Arresting Gear Shipboard cervtification tean.

By now his reputation as a CAN-DO Sailor was well Krown.
When problems arose with the G2solline and Aviation Fuels
systems onboard USS Lake champlain (CVA-36), He was detached
and assigned to USS Lake Champlalin in the capacity as the
Flight Deck Gasoline King.

Sizx (6) months later in October 1956, with the USSH

Lake
Champlain’s Fuels systems in excellent condition and having
received accolades from her Commanding Officer, he Cross-

Deck transferred to USS Ranger (CVA-61).

For the remainder of 1956 thru 1959, he remained onboard USs
Ranger (CVA-61),In a duel role capacity as the Catapult
Captain (FWD) and as the Flight Deck Gasoline King. He
transferred in late 1959 to RTC/NTC Great lakes to become an
Aircraft and Shipbeoard Firefighting Instructor. While at NTC
Great Lakes he was advanced to ABC Chief Petty Officer.
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Transferred in September 1963, he reported onboard USS
Dqukany (CVA-24), conducting Combat Alrcraft Launch and
Recovery Gp&rutluﬂu in South East Asia. He served during
1963 to 1964 as the Arresting Gear Chief and with selsction
to ABCS, Senior Chief Petty QOfficer, he became the V-2
Division Catapults Chief.

His previous overall outstanding record and his exceptional
performance onboard USS Oriskany led to his selection to the
Rank of Warrant Officer W-| Ltemporary) USN on | December
1965. He f?anﬁferred fron "q§ Orfskany (CVE=24), in January
1965, to attend the Warrant and LDO ¥Xnife and Fork school in
Pensacola Florida.

From 1965 to 1968, his command was the Naval Air Training
Facility SHIPINSTAL Team Lakehurst NJ, where he became the
Catapult and Brresting CGear Test Site Officer. On |
December 19866, He was Commissioned to ‘the rank of Chief
Warrant Officer CWD-2 USN.

From 1968 thru 19?@, he was attached to Commander Fleet Air
Western Pagcific (COMFAIRWESTPACY Subic Bay Phillipines.
Assigned as the Aircraft Carrier Catapults and Arresting
Gears Fleet Suppﬂrt Officer for the western pacific.

He was responsible for the Operatignal Read1nea5 Support of
all Catapults and Arresting gear Systems in all RAircraft

Carriers conducting Combat Aircraft Launch and Recovery
Strike Dperatlﬂns 1m Vietnam.

When problems arasn his professignal expertise and ability
to repair these gqh1pmenbs were gause for his temporary
assignment onboard to provided both technical and hands aon
assistance to the crews of USS Ticondaroga (CVA-14), USS
Hanceck (CVA-19), USS Bon-Homme Richard (CVA-31), USS
Kearsarge (CVA-33), USS Oriskany (CVA-34), USS Shangrila
(CVA-38), USS Coral Sea (CVA-43) and USS Ranger (CVA-61).

Through hls professional assist toc those onboard. His
superlative understanding of the Logistic Beguisition
process and his direct efforts to ensure immediate

Supply Support. The fore mentioned Aircraft carriers
enjoyed an excellent operational readiness record while
carrying-out combat operations. He w3s also selected during
this tour to the rank of Chief Warrant Officer CWO-3.







