CDR PRESS JONES' BIOGRAPHY

PRESTON L. JONES, AB CDR (RET) USN

BORN: October 28 1942, Hobart Oklahoma.

1947: Moved to Northern California. 1°' through 4™ grades attended
KNIGHTSEN Elementary School near Stockton California. (worked in walnut,
almond and apricot groves)

1951: Moved to Southern California. 5™ through 6" grades attended
TORRANCE Elementary school, near Los Angeles California. (Raised Pigeons
for sale)

1953: Moved to Southwest California. 7" and 8" grades attended VINA DANKS
JR High school, near Ontario California. (Spent summers in Oklahoma on his
Grandparents farm.)

Freshman year: UPLAND high school, NEAR Ontario California. Lettered in
track and baseball and set school record for continuous push-ups (100).

Junior year: CHAFFEE high school, in Ontario California. At age 15 had to quit
sports and went to work after school. Stock Boy, Pin setter, Hod Carrier,
worked in orange grove’s (firing oil pots for smoke during frost and freeze
periods, cleaned old bricks (2 cents each), working pits at the Pomona NHRA
drag strip, Automobile wrecking yard, Muffler shop.

Sophomore year: CHAFFEE High school, in Ontario California

Senior year: Graduated from high school in Montclair California.

SPORTS: Drag racing, Fishing, Bowling, Golf, Baseball, Track and Hunting.

LU.S. NAVY:

+
L

1960: Joined at age, 17 (Kiddy Cruiser) program on 20 June 1960.
Boot camp at San Diego California. Watch & Rifle Petty Officer
Married following Boot Camp

1960 — 1965: USS Lexington (CVA-16) and (CVS-16) Airman Apprentice.

(Nine Month Deployment)

1961: Advanced to Airman. (Assistant Fly #1 PO.)

1961: Advanced to ABH3 (Fly #1 PO & Assistant Section Leader.) (Deployment
10 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 days, South China Sea LAOS Operations )

1962: USS ANTIETAM (CVS-36) Temporally assigned to the Training Carrier,
for Flight Deck Operations indoctrination and follow-on Flight deck equipment
identification and labeling in preparation for transfer to USS Lexington (CVS-
16).
Around the Horn cruise to Brooklyn Naval shipyard for refit in preparation to
relieve USS ANTIETAM (CVS-36.
Ordered to Emergency refit ship and depart shipyard early to relieve USS FDR
(blown Boilers) on the line for the Cuban Missile Crises. Steamed to MAYPORT
Florida Loaded Air wing and Crises was over.

1962: Advanced to ABH2
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ENCLOSURE (2) to 2002 ABMA Living Legend Award Reccomendation.






