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President Of The ABMA
LCDR Steve Ross

250 Dallas Street, Code T-25
Pensacola, FL 32508

Dear Steve;

I haven’'t been active in the ABMA for several years. I'm looking
forward to attending the next convention in Bremerton,
Washington. As a life member joining in 1973 (13), I'm also
submitting the paper work nominating C.J. Heard for the AB Living
Legend Award.

LCDR (Ret) T.T. Tyler Jr. A A
1505A Apache Drive | Tye” &t
Chula Vista, CA 91910 A l ,
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The President of the ABMA
LCDR Steve Ross

250 DallAs Street, Code T-25
Pensacocla, FL 22508

— =4 ~w,
I, T.T. Tyler LCDR(Ret} nominateg C.J. Heard for the AB Living
Legend Award for 1997.
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C.J. Heard entered the Navy 1-27-61 retired 2-3-84,
completing 23 years and 7 days. He advanced to the rank of
LT (LDO} and received the following awards:

Vietnam Service

Sea Service

Battle E (3}

Navy Unit Commendation

Armed Forces Expeditionary
Good Conduct (4)

Meritorious Unit Commendation
Navy Achievement Medal
Presidential Unit Citation
Navy Expeditionary

National Defense Service Medal
Humanitarian Service Medal
Vietnam Campaign Medal

Navy Commendation Medal

Bos'n Heard completed (Boot Camp) and was ordered to U.S.S.
Ticonderoga CVA-14. He advanced to ABH2 performing duties
as the Crash and Salvage (LPC) transferring to NAS CUB1 PT
P.I. He advanced to ABHl1 and performed duties as Crash
Boats LPO. Departing NAS CUBl PT PI he reported aboard
U.5.S. Coral Sea CV-43 and assumed duties as the flight Deck
LPO. Fellow AB's, H's, E's, and F’s mentioned his name in
social settings. Numerous Naval Aviators flying aboard Cv-
43 commented about his professionalism. The C.J. Heard
legend was in place. He was selected to ABHC and assumed
duties as Flight Deck Chief and V-1 Division LCPO aboard
U.5.5. Midway CV-41. The word in the fleet, CJ Heard was
the flight deck officer.

He was selected and commissioned to CWO-2 in 1977, and
ordered to U.S.S. Ranger CV-61. The legend continued to
grow, departing CV-61 and on to U.S.5. Midway CV-41 as the
Flight Deck Bos‘n. Aviators, various Senior Officers and
Air Department persconnel considered Heard the Flight Deck
Officer aboard CV-41.

May 1982 Heard was ordered to COMNAVAIRPAC as the OIC of the
Aircraft Handling Team. The top AB billet on the west
coast.




Retiring in 1984 he was hired as the West Coast Territory
Manager for American Abrasive Metals Co. Presently known as
American Safety Technologies Inc.

C.J. Heard still can be seen on all carriers checking and
ensuring Non-Skid is applied properly. He demands the best
from vendors so Naval Aviators, Flight and Hangar Deck
personnel have the safest possible working environment.

The Flight Deck Officer and Commanding Officer were walking
the Flight Deck of the U.S5.5. Constellation CV-64 at 1800 on
a Friday evening. The Captain asked isn't that Bos’‘n Heard
on the fantail, yes sir the Flight Deck Officer replied.
Didn't he retire ? No not really Captain ! How about a
coffee and smoke T.T. no reason for us to check the Non-Skid
with a legend like Bos’'n Heard aboard.

Respectfully,
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