To: Aviation Boatswain Mate Association jﬁ
Board of Directors
From: Bill Stiegler ABHCS (ret)

Sub: ABMA “Living Legend Award”
I am submitting the name of ABEC (ret) Robert John
“Stoney” Burke to be considered for the prestigious title

of Aviation Boatswains Mate Living Legend Award.
The enclosed Biography is my justification for this.

Thank You

Bill Stiegler ABHCS (ret)




1 February 2007

Robert John “Stoney” Burke graduated from Holyoke High School
in Holyoke Massachusetts in June 1970.

The next month, July 1970, he began his illustrious Naval
Career when he reported to Recruit Training, better known to all of us
as “Boot Camp” in Great Lakes, Illinois.

In October 1970, upon his graduation from “Boot Camp”, he was
off to the ABE “A” School in Lakehurst, New Jersey, where he would
eventually return to several more times in his career.

e Advanced to ABEAA.

e Completed the Primary Course in Fire Fighting in Philadelphia.

In February 1971, ABEAA Stoney Burke got orders to NAS Saufley
Field in Pensacola, Florida.

¢ Advanced to ABEAN on 14 February 1971.

e Advanced to ABE3 on 1 March 1972.

¢ Advanced to ABE2 on 16 February 1974.

During his tour of duty there, Stoney served as the Training Petty

Officer, as a Crew Leader, Crash & Rescue Vehicle Driver, and
- O.L.F Wheel Watch, among other tasks.

He assumed the responsibilities of a Section Leader, which is
normally held by a 1 Class Petty Officer. He also qualified as a
Crash Vehicle Instructor & Examiner, as well as for Passenger
Buses, 10 Ton Wreckers and 10 & 20 Ton Aviation Cranes.

e Received a Letter of Appreciation from the Assistant Fire Chief.

Stoney quickly won the respect of Subordinates & Seniors alike.
e He also went TAD to NATTC Memphis as a Student in the

Aviation Crash Crewman Class “C” School and distinguished

himself by obtaining the highest average in his class.

In June 1974, Stoney was back at NATTC Lakehurst.

e Completed ABE “C” School.
e Received his 1* Good Conduct Award.

It was about this time when Stoney’s career was deceided and he

requested that a certain LTJG Bob Parsons, “Take Stoney to

Sea”, as that was where this LTJG was now headed.
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